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Subject: Wildland Fire (previously Wildland/Urban Interface) 

Date:  June 22, 1990 

Amended: September 14, 2016 

Purpose Statement 

Wildfire occurrence, fire intensity and values-at-risk have continued to increase across the state 

in recent years. Three of the primary causal factors behind these increases are population growth, 

changes in land use, and weather patterns and drought.  Recent wildfire seasons have been some 

of the worst in history and have caused untold millions of dollars’ worth of fire-related damages, 

with over one million acres burned in 2015 alone. Costs associated with ongoing fire resource 

deployment, state fire mobilization, as well as lingering air quality issues and freight delay due to 

road closures, necessitate policies that can help mitigate wildfire intensity and damage. 

Recommendation 

Recognizing the politically-charged nature of land use issues that can impact wildfire occurrence 

and intensity, the Association position on the issues related to wildland fire mitigation is: 

• Encourage the implementation of critical pre-fire mitigation efforts such as the Wildland-

Urban Interface Code, FireWise Community plans, Ready Set Go!-type programs, and 

more, that highlight personal and community-wide action plans, education and assistance 

in creating defensible space, training in proper fuel maintenance, etc. 

• Create incentives for the voluntary local adoption of codes and plans that can reduce the 

frequency and severity of wildland fires, including providing assistance in identifying and 

mapping critical zones. 

• Support the use of smart land-use procedures, including adequate water supply, 

accessible ingress-egress routes, reasonable setback requirements, fire-resistant building 

materials, sensible clear zones (vegetative clearance), etc. 

• Encourage and support the enhancement of interagency cooperation and support between 

the Department of Natural Resources, State Fire Marshal’s Office, and local fire 

protection authorities in preparing for and undertaking efficient and effective fire control 

measures, specifically in the wildland-urban interface zones. 

• Update and promote critical silvicultural practices such as prescribed burns. 

 


