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FIRE CHIEFRS

POSITION PAPER 11

Subject: The Use of Child/Invalid Locator Decals
Date: September 4, 1991
Amended:

Purpose Statement

The mission of the fire service is the protection of lives and properties from the
consequences of fire and fire related actions.

The goal of the Washington State Association of Fire Chiefs is to “ensure and maintain
greater protection of life and property from fire, natural and man-made disasters, or
sudden emergencies.”

With this in mind, in an attempt to standardize the educational messages being delivered
by state fire service educators, we offer the following position on the use of Child/Invalid
Locator Decals.

Recommendation

The use of child/invalid window decals shall be discouraged for the following reasons:

1. The average family moves about once every five years. When a house changes
hands, room occupants also change; and as a family grows there is often a change
in the use of rooms making the decal meaningless.

2. Children frequently sleep in rooms other than their own bedrooms or leave their
room when frightened, and therefore will often not be in the room marked with a
decal.

3. Occupants may be in another part of the house when the fire first occurs or while
trying to escape.

4. Rescue is the foremost concern of firefighters. They are trained to make a
thorough and systematic search for anyone inside a burning building. Critical
time could be lost while looking for windows marked with decals (with no
assurance anyone would be in that room). In addition, firefighters could also be
subject to additional risks in entering a building at a marked window rather than
following standard search and rescue procedures.
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5. There is no standardized, endorsed national type of sticker.

6. A decal can be an invitation to a burglar — or worse — to enter through that
window since no physical opposition would be likely.

7. Decals may give a false sense of security (i.e. no need to have a family escape
plan, escape ladder, etc.).

The most effective way to protect yourself and your family in the event of a fire in your
home is to:

e Install a residential sprinkler system in your home.
e Be sure that your smoke detector is in working condition.
e Prepare and practice a family fire escape plan.

Early warning and 2-ways our have saved countless lives...make them your insurance for

safety. Of course, the best solution is to prevent a fire from occurring in the first place by
practicing fire safe behavior every day.
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