
 
 

 

Page 1 of 1 

 

POSITION PAPER 13 

 
Subject:   Impact Fees 

Date:    July 18, 1992 

Amended:  

 

Purpose Statement 

 

Many fire districts, cities, and towns find it difficult to pay for adequate fire protection to 

service new developments.  The demand for increased fire protection has been rising at a 

faster pace than local governments can raise needed revenue to meet this demand.   

 

Impact fees are designed to bridge the gap between the time development construction 

begins and tax revenue is received.  They are intended to provide a means of 

implementing Goal 12 in Section 2 of the Growth Management Act, which reads, “ 

Ensure that those public facilities and services necessary to support development shall be 

adequate to serve the development at the time of development is available for occupancy 

and use without decreasing current service levels below locally established minimum 

standards”. 

 

Recommendation 

 

It is the position of the Washington State Association of Fire Chiefs that impact feels for 

fire protection be permitted on new developments, as a condition of approval, to pay for 

necessary fire safety and control services to serve new growth. 

 

Further, it is the position of the WSAFC that the authority to impose impact fees be 

extended to Fire Protection Districts.   

 

 

 

 


