o

w“%lmﬁrclpm

FIRE CHIEFRS

POSITION PAPER 14

Subject: Fire Based Medical Services
Date: June 22, 1996
Amended:

Purpose Statement

It is recognized that all fire departments are directly involved in Emergency Medical
Service through rescue, care, stabilization, treatment, and/or transportation of victims of
medical emergencies and trauma related incidents of fire, accidents, and other
emergencies. The first response capabilities and training of the fire service places it in
the best position to render emergency medical services.

The mission of the fire service has been steadfast in the treatment and care of ill or
injured patients regardless of the type of event, be it natural or man-caused.

The Washington State Association of Fire Chiefs recognizes and supports fire-based out-
of-hospital EMS.

The WSAFC recognizes the need for an supports the expanding role of the fire service in
educational and preventive medical endeavors.

The WSAFC recognizes and supports the local community’s right to design and define its
EMS delivery system.

Recommendation

The Association’s position on fire-based medical services includes the following points:

1. All elected officials, professional associations, and heath care providers shall be
urged to recognize and support fire-based emergency medical services.

2. Properly trained and equipped fire-based units best provide out-of-hospital
emergency medical services.

3. The Association needs to join with other associations and organizations to provide

technical support and expertise to communities, fire departments, etc. that are
facing challenges regarding their emergency medical services.
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4. The Association needs to introduce and monitor legislation to secure the role of
the fire service in out-of-hospital emergency medical care.

5. The Association needs to introduce legislation authorizing the full utilization of
the training, skills, and expertise of medical certified individuals in the area of
preventative medical care.

6. The Association believes that properly supported fire-based medical services will
assist in containing escalating health care costs.
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