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POSITION PAPER 15 

 
Subject:   Regional Hazardous Materials 

Date:    September 10, 2003 

Amended:  

 

Purpose Statement 

 

The citizens of the State of Washington have historically relied on their local fire 

departments to protect them from many natural and man made hazards, including 

hazardous materials releases and spills.  Improved technology has expanded the use of 

these hazardous materials and created more exotic and toxic chemicals.  Many of these 

chemicals are manufactured, transported, used, or stored in virtually every city, town and 

fire district in the state. 

 

There must be a systematic, coordinated program whereby local fire service agencies are 

prepared and trained to handle initial response to the risks contained in their 

communities, supported by regional fire service teams with state-of-the-art equipment, 

procedures and technical proficiency.  These regional teams must also be supported by 

appropriate state and federal agencies, such as Washington State Patrol (WSP), 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), Department of 

Ecology (DOE), Washington Military Department (WMD), and the SERC of the State 

Emergency Management Council.  Private industry also has a role in support of the 

response effort.  These entities make up the stakeholder group. 

 

Recommendation 

 

It is the position of the Washington State Association of Fire Chiefs (WSAFC) that: 

 

1. Leadership be provided by this association in the development and formation of a 

comprehensive statewide hazardous materials incident response and mitigation 

system regionally based and built on existing capabilities and infrastructure. 

 

2. Coordination be provided by the Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office 

(SFMO) in the establishment of Hazardous Materials Regions consistent with 

existing regions where possible. 

 

3. Enabling legislation be passed to assess producers, haulers, consumers and bulk 

storers of hazardous materials a per unit fee, to be paid to the SFMO, for the 

express purpose of funding the regional teams, the fee collection effort, and the 
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coordination of the program statewide.  This legislation should also establish a 

mechanism to recover costs of actual responses from a responsibility party. 

 

4. A Washington State Steering Committee (WSSC) be formed, consisting of 

representatives from WSP, EPA, USCG, DOE, WMD, SERC, WSAFC and 

private industry.  The purpose of the WSSC is to provide policy and technical 

guidance to the SFMO in the implementation of this program.  NFPA 471, 472, 

473 and other nationally recognized standards of performance be adopted, with 

compliance for each regional team required. 

 

5. A single, fire-based/or multi-discipline hazardous materials response team be 

identified for each region in the state, with preference given to existing teams 

who meet or are close to meeting the State required, WSSC adopted standards, 

and that a standardized contract for services be executed between the host 

department and the SFMO. 

 

6. The contract for services between the SFMO and the host department of a 

regional team contain at least the following components/requirements to ensure 

interoperability and competency: 

 

 Standards of performance, training and response readiness for the team 

 Service area (region) identified 

 Planning and training assessment requirements for the regions’ first 

response fire departments/districts based on their local hazards 

 On-going training and planning standards that the first response fire 

departments/districts will achieve based on work performed by the 

regional team. 

 

The funding of the regional teams established a “standing army” capability in the event of 

a response statewide.  Seeking reimbursement of expenses directly related to a response 

from a responsible party is expected of each regional team, but is not covered in the 

legislation. 


