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POSITION PAPER 16

Subject: Washington State Fire Responder Public Building Information
System

Date: May 12, 2005

Amended:

Purpose Statement

The First Responder Public Building Information System is a computer-based system that
provides first responders with instant access to critical infrastructure information,
including fire and police preplans, facility emergency plans, floor plans, evacuation
routes, hazardous materials locations and more. The system is designed to allow
emergency response personnel to act quickly, decisively, and safely during any facility
related emergency incident.

In the aftermath of the Columbine tragedy, many agencies began developing building
mapping programs to provide information in these facility related incidents. In 2001, the
Fire Responder Public Building Information System was initiated when Washington State
Representative John Lovick, a 28-year veteran with the Washington State Patrol, secured
$500,000 in funding to sponsor a pilot program to digitally map several Washington State
high schools. Subsequently, legislation that passed in 2003 tasked the Washington
Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) and the Washington Fire Chiefs
(WFC) to develop mapping system standards. In 2003, there was a state capital
appropriation for WASPC to map all of the high schools in Washington State. The WFC
supported and continues to support legislation that expands the WASPC program.

The process as employed includes an initial orientation meeting, the digital mapping
process, data entry pre-plan tactical meetings, and training sessions. These sessions bring
together the local first responders, including police, sheriffs, state troopers, fire, and
EMTSs, along with mental health and public health personnel, local government
representatives, parents, students, and school or facility safety staff.

This system has already proven to be an effective tool for emergency responders when it

was used after a student entered a Spokane, Washington high school with a gun in
September 2003.
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Recommendation

The WFC has participated in this program since its inception and continues to support
and recognize this cooperative joint effort with WASPC as the statewide mapping
system. The WFC provides direction to all jurisdictions to support and participate in this

valuable program.

Page 2 of 2



